
Hinckley & Bosworth 

Rural Strategy

Annual Statement of Achievements 2017
“The purpose of this report, is to provide an overview of what has been delivered in our rural 
communities during 2017, against the agreed priorities in our Rural Strategy.

The Rural Strategy sets out longer term aims, and underpinning priorities in tackling the most 
important issues faced by people living in rural areas.  The Strategy is utilised to focus resources and 
delivery, reviewed each year, and refreshed accordingly following the annual rural conference. 

Whilst I am delighted to be able to report on the many successes and achievements during the last year, importantly
this annual review enables the local authority to take stock of where it is putting resources, and whether we are
getting this right, in ensuring we continue to be ambitious enough in planning for, and delivering on the most
important issues for our rural communities, now and in the future”.    Cllr Kevin Morrell, Lead Member, Rural Affairs

This report details just some of the key achievements and successes during 2017.

Key Achievements 2017

Access to Services 
and Facilities1
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The council has a long standing commitment in

supporting our rural communities, via the Parish and

Community Initiative Fund (PCIF), supporting a wide

variety of capital projects in rural villages and

communities. The Borough Council recognises the value

parishes place on this important funding stream, and

therefore in 2016, the PCIF increased from £100,000 to

£125,000 p.a., and as a one off, a further £38,000 was

made available in 2017, in response to a record number

of submissions, enabling 44 schemes to be supported.

The total funds committed through this scheme since

2005 is £1,195,000.

2017 has seen the introduction of a new HBBC

Developing Communities Fund, aimed at supporting

larger projects in areas where there is (or anticipated to

be) considerable population and/or employment

growth. Over the next 3 years £1.4 million will support

7 key development projects across the Borough.

During 2017 funding has been agreed for the following

projects: Markfield Parish Council for the redevelopment

of their community park adjacent to the community

centre; Market Bosworth Parish Council to support a

redevelopment plan for the town centre covering car

parks, public realm works, and CCTV; Barlestone Parish

Council for the development of a new Village Hall; and

Sheepy Parish Council to replace the floor at Sheepy

Magna Church and installation of moveable pews

creating a multi purpose community venue.

In response to a request from Parishes, the very

successful and popular SNAP Dragon Children and

Families Festival, traditionally held at The Mead in

central Hinckley, was extended in 2016 to include 4 one

day events in our rural areas. During the Summer of

2017, supported by their Parish Councils, the SNAP

Dragon event took place at the following locations:

Twycross Playing Fields; Barlestone Playing Fields;

Botcheston Playing Fields, and Burbage Millennium Hall,

attracting over 1800 participants. In addition a number

of mini SNAP Dragon events were hosted by Markfield

Community Centre, Markfield Churches Together, and

Newbold Verdon Churches Together
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In addition the HBBC Cultural Services Team provides
ongoing support enabling the delivery of an extensive
range of sport, physical activity and wellbeing
provision in our rural areas.  The following details just
some of the key programmes and initiatives delivered
during 2017:  

n Monthly Inclusive Sports Club at Sport in Desford.

n Older people’s Physical Activity Group twice per 
month at Sport in Desford. 

n Monthly Macmillian’s Physical Activity Group at 
Sport in Desford.

n Weekly Older Persons Group at Markfield 
Community Centre, which also ran a range of 
summer activities including trips to Llandudno and 
Skegness.

n Disability Come and Try it Day – 20 August at 
Sport in Desford, enabling participants with special 
needs to try a range of sports in a tailored and 
supported environment. 

n Feel Alive From 65 sessions took place across 
Bagworth, Ratby, Botcheston, Desford and Groby 
during week commencing 25 September. Delivery 
included a mixture of current and new physical 
activity taster sessions and health checks.

n A series of Health Roadshows delivering Health 
checks, Tai Chi, and seated exercise sessions  took 
place in Burbage, Earl Shilton, Ratby, Botcheston 
and Groby.

In valuing the contribution of our voluntary and
community sector (VCS), the authority ring fences
funding each year, to directly commission our VCS to
deliver essential front line services, to complement
statutory provision.  Owing to the success of these
arrangements, impact and value for money, this
funding has increased from £20,000 in 2013/14, rising
to £70,000 in 2016/17, and for subsequent years.
Important projects in our rural areas have benefitted
from these funds, including:

n The Mayflower Project at Markfield offering support 
for vulnerable people over the age of 50 and their 
carers, to enable improved health, happiness and 
wellbeing.

n Sport in Desford offering an extensive range of 
inclusive health, wellbeing and sports provision.

n Hinckley & Bosworth Community Transport enabling
elderly/disabled people to access Borough wide 
provision  reducing social isolation and loneliness. 

The Borough Council is proud of the work it does in
engaging young people, in helping them learn more
about local democracy, and during Local Democracy
Week 2017 held events with the following schools in
rural areas: Lady Jane Grey, Elizabeth Woodville,
Witherley, Sheepy Magna, Thornton, Martinshaw, St
Margaret’s Cof E, and Highham on the Hill.

2017 saw the Councils Environmental Health Commercial
Service conduct 182 food hygiene interventions in the
rural communities to ensure the safety of food provided
by businesses was safe to eat - this equated to 36.7% of
the services programme during the year. In addition 33
premises in the rural communities received a health and
safety intervention to ensure safe working conditions for
employees and visitor safety - this equated to 27.5% of
the services programme.

The Environmental Health team continue to promote the
legal requirement for all dogs to be microchipped (this
legal requirement came into force in April 2016), with
specific rural events delivered in Newbold Verdon and
Markfield Community Centre during 2017.

In addition the Councils Licensing service carried out 59
inspections of licensed premises to ensure premises were
adhering to their alcohol or gambling licensing
conditions. 



The Borough Council is committed to supporting all
Parishes within the borough in the development of a
Neighbourhood Development Plan, and as part of a
package of provision, HBBC have commissioned the
Rural Communities Council to provide dedicated
support to assist Parishes through the key stages of
developing a local plan.  

During 2017, 15 parishes have accessed this support,
with 10 of those actively pursuing neighbourhood

planning, namely: Bagworth and Thornton & Stanton
under Bardon (joint plan between these parishes);
Barlestone; Burbage; Desford; Market Bosworth (adopted
plan); Markfield; Newbold Verdon; Sheepy; Stoke Golding
and Witherley.

Cadeby, Groby, Higham on the Hill, and Peckleton have
received initial RCC support and are considering next
steps.
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Promoting
Neighbourhood
Development
Planning
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Facilitation of
Transport Solutions2

The issue of access to transport provision, and
specifically affordable transport continues to be a
challenge for the Borough, and particularly for those
living in our rural areas.  Therefore through our local
voluntary and community sector (VCS) arrangements we
are seeking to help shape a solution to this longstanding
issue.  A facilitated VCS Forum Event will take place on                                         
26 February, aimed at mapping the range and
geographical coverage of community transport
provision, identify the gaps, and options for the
expansion of current provision. The outcomes from this

event, which inform phase 2, with the option of
commissioning some external expertise to help facilitate
a ‘vehicle brokerage’ scheme.

We continue to promote the MIRA bus service linking
MIRA Technology Park to Hinckley, Nuneaton, Atherstone
and Tamworth, enabling better access to local job
opportunities.  In addition we also continue to promote
the expanded ARRIVA bus service, now offering a peak
hour service linking Witherley and Fenny Drayton to MIRA
and Nuneaton .

Rural Housing 
Delivery 4

The new affordable housing scheme at Martinshaw Lane,
Groby commenced in September 2017, and will provide
9 bungalows for rent by the council including 2 adapted
for people with disabilities.  The bungalows will be
prioritised for people with a local connection to Groby.
This important scheme is due to complete in May 2018.
The rolling programme of local Housing Needs Surveys
has continued, supported by our Rural Housing Enabler,

with surveys taking place in Cadeby, Carlton and
Shackerstone parishes.  Importantly as part of this
support provision, parishes are encouraged to link their
housing needs survey to a Neighbourhood Development
Plan, to inform a rounded evidence base of the type and
mix of affordable housing which is needed to respond to
local need.
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Countryside
Protection and
Enhancement

5

During 2016 the Borough Council adopted a Public
Space Protection Order (PSPO) – a tool to help local
authorities deal with particular persistent nuisance or
problems, in a specific location, that is detrimental to
the local community’s quality of life.  The PSPO enables
the local authority to impose conditions on the use of
that area which apply to everyone, offering a positive
mechanism to prevent anti social behaviour, and
provide an effective response to some of the issues that
are faced by local residents and businesses.

Therefore, during 2017 we gave parishes the
opportunity to add additional restrictions into the local
authority’s PSPO, on issues of most importance to their
local communities. A comprehensive guidance
document was circulated to all parishes, and
subsequently a briefing session was held with those
Parishes who expressed an interest in taking up this
offer, which included the following rural parishes:
Bagworth and Thornton, Newbold Verdon and
Witherley.  

Subsequently these parishes have all undertaken
localised consultations regarding the restrictions they
wish to be added to the borough wide PSPO. These
local consultations have been completed and all
additional restrictions incorporated into HBBCs current
PSPO. Parishes have been instructed to install signage
on all effected sites to allow enforcement to begin.  The
Clean Neighbourhood Team will be assisting with
enforcement action for any breaches to the order.  

As part of a suite of emergency plans, the council has
developed an Emergency Flood Plan for the Hinckley
and Bosworth area, within which there are areas at risk
of flooding have been highlighted by the Environment
Agency.  These centre around the communities of
Witherley, Sheepy and Sibson. The plan states the
specific role that the Council will undertake during
times of a flood, and the resources the authority has
committed for dealing with flooding incidents. 

The annual Environmental Improvement Project –
enabling the delivery of conservation area
improvement plans, has allocated £33,000 to support
12 projects during 2017/18, including repairs to the
Ashby Canal bridges, and wall restoration, the Ade
Lovelace blue plaque installation, and a number of
commemorative benches.
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Economy,
Enterprise and
Tourism

6

2017 saw the establishment of a multi agency Hinckley &
Bosworth Employment & Skills Taskforce, with a
commitment to ‘maximise the opportunities for local
people to access and gain the right skills and
qualifications, to meet the needs of local businesses
and our key growth sectors’.

An underpinning action plan has been developed, with
some early work underway including:

n An effective approach to linking those seeking 
employment to vacancies.

n Clarifying the apprenticeships and internships offer, 
and raise awareness and take up.

n Identify and find ways to overcome the barriers to 
employment.

n Develop an approach to supporting those returning to 
work.

Owing to the importance and relevance of this work, the
Taskforce continues to attract an increasing number of key
employers.

A commitment has been made to ensure that this local
action plan, takes account of and supports rural
employment priorities, and therefore the developing
plan with be presented and discussed at the March
2018 Parish Forum meeting.

The LEADER programme invites submissions from local
businesses, groups and organisations to enable them to
undertake projects which help create jobs, grow their
business and benefit the rural economy.  In total 21
projects have been approved including 12 projects from
Hinckley and Bosworth with a grant total of £193,734.

Hinckley and Bosworth also has 12 potential pipeline
projects with a grant total of £253.910. 

During 2017 there has been a broad range of
provision to enable rural businesses to access
appropriate business advice and services.  The
following highlights just some of this support
package:

n The production of a Business Directory to enable 
targeted marketing and promotion of 
information, advice and guidance.

n The organisation of a range of events during the 
Leicester, and Warwickshire Business Festivals, 
including:

‘Evolving your Business – essential steps to social 
media success and the Growth of the Millennial 
Workforce’, at Croner, Hinckley.

‘Perfectly placed for tourism growth: Bosworth, 
Hinckley and North Warwickshire’, at Twycross 
Zoo, where the Hinckley & Bosworth and North 
Warwickshire Destination Management Plan 
(DMP) was launched to over 80 attendees.  The
DMP is a framework to guide the future 
development and growth of tourism over the next 
5 years, with the aim of growing tourism by 20% 
by 2022. 

A Business Event ‘Driving Efficiencies’ took place at 
Horiba MIRA on 20th November, setting out
MIRA’s vision for the future and the dynamic 
systems being utilised to improve efficiencies.

‘The future of logistics within the golden triangle: 
employment and skills’ held at DPD Hinckley, on 
23 November.

The first meeting of the Bosworth Tourism Group 
was held on Monday 13 November, at Bosworth 
Battlefield Heritage Centre a key outcome from 
the Destination Management Plan. 
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Community Safety,
Empowerment 
and Action
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Following the launch of Leicestershire Rural Watch in
early 2016, during this year, there have been ongoing
targeted events in rural areas to engage community
support, including: 

Continued work by the Hinckley & Bosworth and Blaby
Community Safety Partnership to profile and recruit
members to join Neighbourhood Link – a system
designed to improve communication between Safer
Neighbourhood Police and the public.  Members of the
public who register receive updates by text or email
regarding local policing issues in their area i.e. crime alerts,
events, etc. In addition Hinckley & Bosworth have
dedicated volunteer support in place, to support Rural
Watch Neighbourhood Police Teams.

Work continues with our rural communities, led by the
Rural Beat team, offering crime prevention assessments
and security marking of property, with officers carrying
a mobile toolkit to carry out marking events in their beat
areas.  Alongside this the Borough Council’s Community
Safety team is working in partnership with the Police on
Leicestershire Horse Watch, extending security guidance
and marking to horses, tack, trailers, horseboxes and
stables. 

Domestic abuse often relies on isolating the victim from
friends and family, making it extremely difficult for those
affected to seek support from outside.  In rural areas, social
isolation can be compounded by geographical isolation,
therefore the local
authority’s domestic abuse
outreach service continues
to support victims in our
rural areas, accounting for
22% of referrals.
Furthermore, our children’s
worker has provided
therapeutic support to 18
children and young
people from rural areas,
who have witnessed
domestic abuse. 

Our important prevention
and awareness work
with young people in
schools across all parts
of the borough,
continues to grow year on
year, covering topics such
as anti social behaviour,
personal safety, cyber
bullying, alcohol and

drugs, hate crime and healthy relationships.  

Lord Willy Bach, Police & Crime Commissioner for
Leicestershire, officially launched Heritage Watch, at
an event on 12th October.  Working in partnership
with Historic England, Leicestershire Police will train
volunteers to tackle heritage crime – any offence
which harms the value of England’s heritage assets
and their settings to this and future generations.

Lord Bach said “Our volunteers are really committed
to helping us protect our heritage assets for future
generations and I’m grateful for their involvement.
I’m proud that the initiative is being piloted here in
Leicestershire where we have a rich tapestry of
heritage buildings, many of them churches, and
other assets. We need to work hard to protect them
and by working in partnership with the community
we stand a much better chance of preventing crime
and anti-social behaviour.”

The volunteers have
been allocated specific
areas of the county,
and will aim to visit all
of the historical
buildings and sites in
their area.

Domestic Abuse
How to spot the signs of domestic abuse and 
get help for someone who may be suffering

Access informa�on from Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council’s

Domestic Abuse Outreach Service
tel 01455 255746 or 07966 202181
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During November 2017, Emergency Planning training
sessions were delivered for elected members, to enable
them to understand their role as part of a major incident.
Subsequently all councillors have been issued with two
handbooks to guide, inform and support them in their
role:  The Major Incident Handbook details the legal
responsibilities the local authority has with regards to
emergency planning, and the role elected members can
play before, during and after a major incident; The
Community Response Handbook explains the role and
importance of Community Response Teams.

Copies of these handbooks can be obtained by emailing
esadmin@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk or telephoning
01455 255943

At the Hinckley & Bosworth Rural Conference in
December 2016, Lord Willy Bach made a commitment to
attendees, to take on board their feedback about the
need to improve the 101 reporting system.

Following this and the  countywide road shows
supported by Chief Constable Simon Cole and Police and
Crime Commissioner Lord Willy Bach using the approach
‘You said we did’, improvements have been made in
response times to both answering 999 and 101 calls
received at the call management centre at Police HQ,
Enderby.  

In addition, fast text messaging has now become the
norm for ‘instant communications’ across our farming and
rural communities. Additionally, a restricted duty police
officer based at Loughborough has been given the task of
improving communications between Leicestershire
Police and Neighbourhood Watch Members.

In addition to this programme of delivery we have kept
our commitment to hold three Hinckley and Bosworth
Parish Forums annually, and to hold these in rural
areas. During 2017, Forum meetings have been held at
Norton-Juxta Twycross, Bagworth and Newbold
Verdon.  The focus for agendas is informed by the Rural
Strategy priorities as well as emerging issues, with 2017
including a broad range of topics: the Road Safety
Partnership; Police volunteering; Neighbourhood
Development Plans; Neighbourhood watch, Preventing
Extremism Awareness Training, as well as parish success
stories.

The Borough Council is also committed to holding an
Annual Rural Conference, this year’s event (our third
annual event) took place on 30 November, and by
popular demand hosted once again at Twycross Zoo,
attracted 90 delegates representing the rural parishes of
the borough, along with key partners including
Leicestershire Police, Crimestoppers UK, the Rural
Communities Council, Leicestershire County Council, and
DWP, as well as business representatives.

Those contributing to this years programme included:
Roger Bannister, Deputy Chief Constable,
Leicestershire Police, on the work they are doing in
tackling rural crime, and Gemma Gibbs, Regional
Manager, Crimestoppers - the only independent UK
crime fighting charity.  In addition delegates heard first
hand about the journey of those involved in developing
the Sheepy Neighbourhood Plan, as well as other
important strategic work streams including the
development of an Employment & Skills Locality Plan,
and a workshop session on future growth and
development.
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Forward Plan
The following summaries the key outcomes arising from
the annual conference which will inform our rural work
programme and Parish Forum meetings for 2018:

To organise a delegation of  Parish Council
representatives, together with Leicestershire Police
(supported by Roger Bannister, the Deputy Chief
Constable), to meet with County Council representatives
to discuss what collective actions can be agreed to
address speeding in villages

Seek a greater understanding of the role of
Crimestoppers UK, and how this work can support rural
crime priorities.

Continue to support Parishes in the development of
Neighbourhood Plans.

Ensure the developing Employment and Skills Locality
Plan takes account of rural priorities.

Engagement with Local Plan Review and Growth
agenda – January 2018 sees the launch of two major
planning consultations which will include how the
council will plan for growth in the borough.  The first of
these is Direction for Growth: Local Plan Review, Scope
and Options consultation which will commence on 8
January for an 8 week period. The Local Plan provides
planning policies for the borough and identifies the
main locations for future housing, employment and
other identified development needs.

The other document being consulted on is the Leicester
and Leicestershire Strategic Growth Plan: Consultation
Draft (SGP), a long term, high level plan that is being
prepared jointly by all Districts in Leicestershire,
Leicester City, Leicestershire County Council, and the
Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership.  It
will set out an agreed strategy growth across the county
to 2050. It focuses on the delivery of new homes,
supporting the economy, identifying essential
infrastructure and protecting our environment and built
heritage.

The Local Plan Review and SGP will contain policies and
proposals which relate to the Borough’s rural areas and
priorities within the Rural Strategy.

2018 will see the expansion of town centre
management support to rural centres/towns and will
include: 

n Introduction of a specific events fund to enhance 
current events/start new events.

n Events project support enabling access to the HBBC 
Events Team.

n Support and advice with specific projects for 
example: public realm, introduction of wi-fi, business 
initiatives, Christmas lights, CCTV cameras, etc.

Further information

For more information about rural priorities, and the work
underpinning the Hinckley and Bosworth Rural Strategy,
please contact:

Edwina Grant, Strategic & Community Planning
Officer, tel 01455 255629, email 
edwina.grant@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
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